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Two views of the water front at South San Francisco. Boats come up the Bay 
of San Francisco and dock at the factory wharves. The buildings shown are a portion 
of the Western Meat Co.’s plant and the Steiger Pottery Works. The wireless poles 
belong to the Federal Telegraph Co., which does a wireless telegraph business with 
Hawaii and the middle western cities of the U. S. South San Francisco was selected 
because of its ideal conditions for wireless work. 






























The Foundation for your Factory 

n ~ n IS ALREADY LAID at n~ n 

South San Francisco, California 


Fa£ts about South San Francisco—the New Industrial Center 
Its Commanding Location on the bay front of Sen Francisco Bay 
Its Brilliant Future on the Completion of the Panama Canal 


I T is but seventeen minutes by train 
from office in San Francisco to fac¬ 
tory at South San Francisco. Acces¬ 
sibility is the first striking feature of 
South San Francisco s claim to supremacy 
in manufacturing advantages. 

This feature is proved by the fact that 
South San Francisco has thirty-five pas¬ 
senger trains daily; that the entire San 
Francisco peninsula over its State and 
County highways provides the best auto¬ 
mobile and auto-truck service in the west; 
that street railways pass through the fac¬ 
tory and residence district and connect 
with other lines up and down the penin¬ 
sula; that bay and river steamers provide 
adequate water routes. These methods of 
transportation make accessibility complete 
for this industrial center where rail and 
road and water meet. 

The commercial world is busy today 
figuring the new trend of commerce inci¬ 


dent to the opening of the Panama Canal. 
And the Bay of San Francisco—the finest 
harbor in the world—is the focal point of 
nearly all these calculations. A further 
reason for this concentration of thought 
lies in these facts: 

California can produce in limitless quan¬ 
tity all kinds of raw materials; she has vast 
power resources in electricity and oil; she 
has a most superior climate for ideal manu¬ 
facturing conditions; and she is the natural 
shipping point for the business of the Paci¬ 
fic and the Orient that is expanding to 
such a large degree. 

That the commercial and industrial 
world recognizes in its calculations the 
importance of these facts, is evidenced by 
the tremendous activities now manifest 
everywhere on the Pacific Coast. New 
railroads, new steamship lines, great water 
front developments, securing of berthing 
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South San Francisco has excellent transportation facilities. The bay steamer is 
docked at the wharf of the W. P. Fuller & Co.’s paint works. The right hand upper 
and lower pictures show the spur tracks of the Southern Facific Co. The tank cars 
bring the fuel oil direct from the fields to the factories. The center picture is a view 
of the main lines of the Southern Pacific Co. The Belt Line Railway and switch 
engine are shown in the lower left hand picture. 
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spaces by all classes of steamship compa¬ 
nies from all over the world, bespeak the 
certainty of the future and explain why 
manufacturers are today looking for the 
best location to meet the requirements for 
their respective lines. 

South San Francisco 

South San Francisco is a proved indus¬ 
trial center—proved by the fact that her 
fifteen great industries now in full opera¬ 
tion are all of them industries of many 
years’ experience in the San Francisco Bay 
region, and that most of them have but 
recently changed their location and come 
to South San Francisco because it offered 
the best opportunity, in their judgment, to 
meet the big business of the future. Every 
class of industry is represented at South 
San Francisco. Her steel mills are the 
largest on the Coast; her paint, oil, lead, 
varnish and glass works are the largest 
west of Chicago; her great pipe works rank 
with any in the country; she has packing 
houses, wool pullery, stock yards, locomo¬ 
tive and car shops, Prest-o-lite factory, 
lumber mills, machine shops, brass and 
iron foundries, etc., with many more in 
prospect. 

That California is an empire in itself is 
known the world over—Agricultural—In¬ 
dustrial—Mineral. 

That San Francisco Bay is the financial 
and industrial center of this empire is man¬ 
ifest to all visitors, is easily computed by 
a study of Government Charts and is 


proved by the fact that nearly half the 
population of the State of California is 
located in the San Francisco Bay region. 

It is not surprising therefore that the 
original promoters, Chicago and San 
Francisco capitalists, forecasting the fu¬ 
ture, should have selected in these envi¬ 
ronments the site of the City of South San 
Francisco on which to found a great in¬ 
dustrial City. And that they should have 
laid all the foundations required to insure 
the consummation of their purpose. 

South San Francisco is a railroad termi¬ 
nal, within the switching yardage limits of 
San Francisco; is on the main lines of the 
Southern Pacific Railroad; is 5 1-2 miles 
south of the City of San Francisco; has 5 
miles of Bay frontage; has wharves and 
docks; operates an independent belt rail¬ 
way to all factories; has gas and electri¬ 
city; has an independent fresh water sup¬ 
ply and service; has grammar and high 
schools, churches, home sites, banks, busi¬ 
ness houses, asphaltum streets, concrete 
sidewalks, splendid sewerage system, and 
a cool climate the year ’round. Everything 
is attractive and complete for the manu¬ 
facturer and his employee. 

Freight Transportation 
Facilities 

A Belt Line Railway reaches all facto¬ 
ries. This line handles at present over 800 
cars per month. 

There are twenty-two miles of spur 
switching and industrial trackage in South 
San Francisco. 
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The pictures on this page show the generating plants and towers of the Pacific 
Gas and Electric Company which supplies the plants at South San Francisco with 
power and light. The melting snows of the Sierra Nevada Mountains furnish perpetual 
power for hydro-electric plants. Large turbines generate thousands of horse power 
and the current is carried over two hundred miles. 
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Bay and river steamers and auto-trucks 
figure largely in South San Francisco's 
freight receipts and deliveries. 

South San Francisco enjoys terminal 
rates and has every convenience in freight 
shipments. 

Properties 

The South San Francisco Land & Im¬ 
provement Company’s extensive land 
holdings at South San Francisco are di¬ 
vided into three districts—manufacturing, 
business and residence. 

Each district is fully developed in every 
essential foundation feature, and values 
are maintained in each district at a low 
figure to insure rapid growth. 

Electrical Power 

Presumably nowhere in the world has 
the development of hydro-electric power 
attained such magnitude as it has in the 
State of California. The Sierra Nevada 
Mountains extending along the eastern 
boundary of the State and reaching alti¬ 
tudes of ten to fifteen thousand feet fur¬ 
nish a never ending supply of water from 
the melting snows. Large companies have 
harnessed this mighty power and brought 
the electricity on high voltage wires, to 
serve any manufacturer who prefers to 
purchase power at a very low rate rather 
than maintain a generating plant. Several 
of the factories in South San Francisco 
are using this hydro-electric power ex¬ 
clusively. It is dependable, clean and eco¬ 
nomical. 


Fuel Oil 

The Oil fields of California are now pro¬ 
ducing about 100,000,000 barrels a year 
and each year shows a substantial increase. 
Government geologists estimate that the 
fields cannot be exhausted short of one 
hundred years. 

South San Francisco is favorably situ¬ 
ated for its supply of Fuel Oil as it can 
be reached in a few hours by both rail and 
water from the principal Fuel Oil storage. 

The efficiency of oil as fuel is demon¬ 
strated by its use in practically all factories 
and plants in California, and by the west¬ 
ern locomotives and steamers; in short, by 
the consumption of the 100,000,000 barrels 
produced. 

Supply of Labor 

The constantly increasing population of 
California assures a plentiful supply of 
labor. The attractions of the Bay region 
and San Francisco bring thousands to this 
section. Being a very cosmopolitan city, 
San Francisco can furnish workingmen of 
any nationality should they be desired. 
Direct immigration through the Panama 
Canal will vastly increase this supply. 

Equitable Climate 

South San Francisco has the finest 
working climate in the United States. 
There is an absence of summer heat that 
prevails in all eastern manufacturing cen¬ 
ters—no depressing humidity—no prostra- 
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Fuel oil is a great factor in the economical operation of factories in California. 
The immense oil fields of the San Joaquin Valley provide an unlimited supply. The 
Standard Oil Co. operates a pipe line from the fields to tide water on the Bay of San 
Francisco, a distance of over two hundred miles. The small picture in the center is a 
view of their plant. The oil is delivered by car and boat to factories on the Bay of 
San Francisco. 
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tions—no inconvenience even during the 
months of July and August. There is also 
no dry heat at South San Francisco as is 
encountered in practically all other cities 
of California. By consulting the map you 
will see that the San Francisco peninsula 
is surrounded on three sides with water; 
the Pacific Ocean to the west, the Golden 
Gate to the north and the Bay of San Fran¬ 
cisco to the east. During the summer 
months trade winds blow from the Ocean 
and make the climate cool and invigorat¬ 
ing. Frequently the average temperature 
for July is 56 degrees. 

The winters at South San Francisco are 
typical of all central California—mild and 
balmy, free from cold. From October 
15th to May 1st is the rainy season, when 
showers may be expected at any time. It 
rains for a day or two at intervals and 
then there may be a period of sunshiny 
days for a couple of weeks. A temperature 
of 70 degrees is not unusual for days in 
December and January. On occasions, 
possibly once in two or three years, the 
thermometer will register 38 degrees. 
Workmen have no delay in going to their 
places of employment in winter. The 
factory is hampered in no way through 
climatic conditions. 

The following statement regarding 
weather conditions is taken from a report 
issued by the United States Weather Bu¬ 
reau, March 29th, 1913: 

“San Francisco has a comparatively 
small range of temperature. The annual 
mean, based upon the records covering a 
period of 40 years, 1871 to 1911, and ob¬ 


tained from the mean of the daily maxi¬ 
mum and minimum readings, is 56 degrees. 
A truer value determined from the 24- 
hourly readings for a period of 20 years, 
1891 to 1910, is 54.6 degrees. 

“The departures from the mean are 
comparatively small in all months. The 
warmest month is September, with a 
mean of 59.1 degrees, and the coldest 
month January 49.2 degrees. The warm¬ 
est month has practically the same depar¬ 
ture above the mean as the coldest month 
has below.” 

With the cool summers and mild winters 
the workman at South San Francisco 
comes nearer to rendering 1.00 per cent 
efficiency than does the laborer in any 
other section of the United States. 

Markets 

Within the metropolitan area of San 
Francisco which comprises the cities and 
towns around the Bay there is a popula¬ 
tion of approximately one million people. 
The State of California increased its popu¬ 
lation in ten years 60.2 per cent and today 
has two and one-half million people. The 
states west of the Rocky Mountains have 
a population of about ten million people. 
Here are profitable markets for the manu¬ 
facturer—markets that are increasing 
rapidly and have the highest purchasing 
power in the United States. The manu¬ 
facturer at South San Francisco has direct 
rail connection with all these states and 
water routes to all countries in the Ameri¬ 
cas washed by the Pacific, as well as the 
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The plant of the Pacific Coast Steel Company at South San Francisco. Several 
new additions have been made to the plant since this picture was taken. Owing to 
the mild climate at South San Francisco adequate buildings are constructed at a very 
moderate cost. The plant is in operation the year around as the employees are never 
disturbed by climatic conditions. This is the largest Steel Plant west of Gary, Indiana, 
with the largest output. 
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new and rapidly expanding markets of the 
Orient. 

Advantages of the 

Panama Canal 

The opening of the Panama Canal will 
place the manufacturer at South San 
Francisco in a position to reach large mar¬ 
kets more advantageously than the pro¬ 
ducer of the middle west. The Gulf States, 
the Atlantic seaboard and the eastern 
coast of South America are accessible 
through steamship lines at low freight 
rates. Already the manufacturers of Cali¬ 
fornia are planning their campaigns to 
reach these new fields which have hitherto 
been denied them because of excessive 
freight charges. 

The west coast of South America and 
Alaska are also fertile markets that can 
be reached economically from the Bay of 
San Francisco. 

The manufacturer at South San Fran¬ 
cisco occupies a most stategic position in 
serving the countries on the Pacific Ocean. 
The awakening of China, the modernizing 
of Japan, the demand for American-made 
goods in the Hawaiian and Philippine 
Islands, the increasing trade with Austra¬ 
lia and New Zealand furnish the western 


manufacturer with an opportunity for 
trade expansion that has long been over¬ 
looked by all American producers. On 
the Pacific waters are millions of people 
who can and will use American products. 
Now is the time to locate factories in the 
west and profit by this new commercial 
development. The Pacific is the Twen¬ 
tieth Century ocean and its activity begins 
with the opening of the Panama Canal. 

City of 

South San Francisco 

South San Francisco is an incorporated 
City of more than 3000 population. It is 
in San Mateo County, 5 1-2 miles South 
of the metropolis of San Francisco. By 
virtue of its location and accessibility all 
the attractions and environments of the 
Metropolis are hers to enjoy. South San 
Francisco is growing rapidly. It is a home 
owners’ community, solid and loyal to 
home interests. Its home-sites are of the 
best and the cheapest. Employees gen¬ 
erally embrace the opportunity given by 
the Land Company to acquire homes on 
easy payments at little more than rent. 
The tax rate is the lowest in the bay re¬ 
gion. Its factory sites have no superior 
and prices are the cheapest. 


For further information, address 

W. J. Martin, Land Agent 

South San Francisco Land and Improvement Company 
South San Francisco, California 
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Views of the Schaw Batcher Co. Pipe Works, a recently constructed plant at South 
San Francisco and one of the largest of its kind in the United States. The size of the 
pipes manufactured is conveyed by the picture of the seven passenger automobile 
driven through the pipe. Spur tracks from the main lines of the Southern Pacific Co. 
run under the traveling cranes in the main building, thus providing cheap and quick 
handling of all freight. 
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Two views of the Steiger Terra Cotta and Pottery works. Notice the spur tracks 
and facilities for economical loading of freight cars. Said the general manager of this 
company in a letter reproduced elsewhere in this book: “We regard South San 
Francisco as ideal for our business. Its centralized position with reference to the 
distribution of our products by rail, water or auto truck, its power service, fuel 
oil, gas and electricity insure ideal manufacturing accommodations.” 
























The upper picture is a general view of the W. P. Fuller & Co.’s plant, where are 
manufactured paints, oils, stains, enamels, varnishes and leads. It is the largest paint 
factory in the west. There is a belt line railway connecting with the main lines of 
the Southern Pacific Co. and wharves where the ships dock regularly. The lower 
picture shows some of the employees. The tanks are for the storage of fuel oil which 
is used instead of coal in this plant. 
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Views of the Pacific Car and Equipment Co.’s plant at South San Francisco* 
Observe that the side of the building is open. Thus the mild weather makes it possible 
for an abundance of air and light at all times. The Company builds machinery of 
various kinds and does a general repair business of locomotives and freight cars. 
The tracks are the main lines of the Southern P'acific Co. The towers carry the high 
tension wires of the Sierra and San Francisco Power Co. 
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BIRDSEYE VIEW OF FACTORIES AND FACTORY SITES AT SOUTH SAN 


1 Schaw-Batcher Co. (Pipe Works). 

2 Spur Tracks for Belt Line Ry. 

3 Pacific Coast Steel Co. 

4 Pacific Car & Equipment Co. 

5 Enterprise Foundry Co. 

6 Standard Corrugated Pipe Co. 

7 Freight Warehouse Southern Pacific Co. 


8 Passenger Depot Southern Pacific Co. 

9 Eastern Boundary Business District. 

10 South San Francisco Lumber Co. 

11 Belt Line Railway. 

12 Street Car Line Connecting with San 

Francisco. 

13 Power Line Pacific Gas & Electric Co. 


14 Power Line Sierra & San Francisco 

Power Co. 

15 Proposed Inland Canal. 

16 Western Meat Co. Wool Pullery. 

17 Verandah Hotel. 

18 Western Meat Co. Stock Yards. 

19 Western Meat Co. Packing Plant. 
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FRANCISCO—THE NEW 

20 Turning Basin for Inland Canal. 

21 Steiger Terra Cotta & Pottery Works. 

22 W. P. Puller Co. (Paint Mfg.) 

23 Wharves Connecting with Belt Line 

Railway. 

24 Wireless Poles and Plant Federal Tele¬ 

graph Co. 


INDUSTRIAL CENTER OF 

25 Bay of San Francisco. 

26 Baden Brick Co. 

27 Main Line Tracks Southern Pacific Co. 

28 Factory Site Meese & Gottfried Co. 
(Machinery Manufacturers.) 

29 County Road and Automobile Boulevard 
to San Francisco. 


THE PACIFIC SLOPE 

Remaining Portion in Picture Shows Avail¬ 
able Factory Sites. 

Since this birdeye view was drawn the 
Prest-o-lite Company of Indiana has pur¬ 
chased a site and erected a factory between 
Figure 10 and the railroad tracks. 















































The upper picture shows some of the slaughter houses and refrigerating plants 
of the Western Meat Company. This is the largest institution of its kind west of the 
Rocky Mountains; its annual freight shipments are greater than those of any other single 
concern on the Pacific Coast. The Wool Pullery of the Western Meat Company is 
shown in the lower picture. 
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Views of the Union Stockyards at South San Francisco. Cattle, sheep and hogs 
are shipped to these yards from the great ranges of the west. The Belt Line Railway, 
which connects with the main lines of the railroads, distributes the cars to the various 
stockades. The mild climate obviates the necessity of barns and sheds. These are 
the largest stockyards west of Omaha. 
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The Baden Brick Company located its plant in South San Francisco as, in addition 
to sufficient clay deposits, there were adequate shipping facilities by spur tracks 
connecting with the main line of the Southern Pacific. Bay of San Francisco is seen 
in background. The lower picture is the plant of the Standard Corrugated Pipe 
Company. The spur track to the door of the shop provides easy and economical 
loading of cars. 
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The Prest-o-lite Company of Indiana purchased a factory site at South San 
Francisco and erected a modern plant. Pictures were taken during construction. 
Spur track shown in lower picture connects directly with Southern Pacific Co.’s 
main lines. The president of Prest-o-lite Company said: “After a careful survey 
of all points around the Bay we selected South San Francisco for our factory. We 
regard South San Francisco as an ideal manufacturing point.” 
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These pictures were taken during the construction of the Enterprise Foundry. 
The plant is now completed and in full operation. This Company has been operating 
about the Bay of San Francisco for twenty-seven years and recently selected South 
San Francisco for their main foundry, knowing that this city is the coming industrial 
center of California. 
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The center picture is a view of the main street in South San Francisco. The 
street car lines provide direct connection with the lines leading into San Francisco. 
The upper picture is of the gas tanks of the Pacific Gas and Electric Company. The 
lower view shows a section of the yards of the South San Francisco Lumber Co., also 
the planing mill and drying shed. 
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Architects drawing of the new hotel that is being built at South San Francisco. 
It will be fireproof throughout, steam heated and modernly equipped. Special 
accommodations will be provided for men without families. The hospital shown in 
the lower picture embodies modern features for the comfort and convenience of 
patients. The institution is as commodious as would be fitting for a city twice the 
size of South San Francisco. 
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South San Francisco is well provided with schools and churches. The large 
building is the grammar and high school. The lower right hand picture is th e primary 
school building, which is located in the rear of the grammar school building, while 
connecting the two are large playgrounds. The churches pictured are the Catholic, 
Methodist and Episcopal. South San Francisco has fifteen fraternal orders. It is 
a progressive community of law-abiding citizens. 
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Upper picture shows homes of some of the factory owners and superintendents. 
Center picture is a view of South San Francisco from the South. The homes in the 
foreground are mainly those of workingmen employed in the factories and other 
industrial enterprises. The lower picture is typical view of workingmen’s homes in 
South San Francisco. Houses can be rented for $15 to $20 a month and purchased 
for $1000 to $2000 on very easy terms. 
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A few of the beautiful homes at South San Francisco. Semi-tropical trees and 
foliage attest to the mild climate of California. South San Francisco is only a few 
miles from the ocean. The summer trade winds temper the climate and insure 
invigorating weather even during the days of July and August. The average summer 
temperature is 57 degrees and the winter 52 degrees. 
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Southern Pacific Co.’s passenger Depot at South San Francisco. The depot is 
constructed in the old Mission style and has received many favorable comments for 
its architectural beauty. Thirty-five passenger trains stop here daily. Bank of South San 
Francisco, which handles commercial and savings accounts and is depositary for most 
of the industrial enterprises of the city. This is one of the substantial business blocks 
of the city. 
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What Factory Owners say about 
South San Francisco 

=-r O 


South San Francisco Land & Improvement Co. 
South San Francisco, Cal. 

Gentlemen: 

We have been twenty-seven years in the 
foundry business in and about the Bay of San 
Francisco, and know every condition required 
by manufacturers in this region. We selected 
South San Francisco because it meets splend¬ 
idly all requirements, and its future promises to 
place it decidedly in the lead as a manufactur¬ 
ing center. 

What we think is manifest by the heavy steel 
buildings we are now erecting in South San 
Francisco, giving us the largest and most per¬ 
fectly equipped factory of its kind on the Coast. 

ENTERPRISE FOUNDRY CO. 

By H. Martens, Pres. 


South San Francisco Land & Improvement Co. 
South San Francisco, Cal. 

Gentlemen: 

South San Francisco is an ideal manufactur¬ 
ing center. We could not say more unless it 
he that we backed our opinion by locating the 
largest paint works in the West in your city. 
Yours truly, 

W. P. FULLER & Co. 


South San Francisco Land & Improvement Co. 
South San Francisco, Cal. 

Gentlemen: 

The large additions which we are now mak¬ 
ing to our present plant will convince anyone 
of the satisfaction we feel with reference to our 
location in South San Francisco. 

We regard South San Francisco as a manu¬ 
facturing center without a superior on this 
Coast. 

PACIFIC COAST STEEL CO. 

E. M. Wilson, Pres. 


South San Francisco Land & Improvement Co. 
South San Francisco, Cal. 

Gentlemen: 

Before locating our plant we made a careful 
study of all manufacturing districts about the 
Bay of San Francisco, and selected South San 
Francisco. 

Our three years’ experience there has more 
than confirmed our judgment, and we have 
just purchased additional land for the purpose 
of enlarging our plant at South San Francisco. 

Yours very truly, 

PACIFIC CAR & EQUIPMENT CO, 
Per N. B. Livermore, Pres. 













Two views in South San Francisco. The upper picture shows street work going 
on in a residential center. Throughout the city streets are being improved with 
bitumen or asphaltum paving. Cement sidewalks are also being laid. The lower 
picture was taken on Grand Avenue while the street car company was double 
tracking their lines on the main business thoroughfare of the city to care for 
the increased traffic of this busy manufacturing center. 
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South San Francisco Land & Improvement Co. 
South San Francisco, Cal. 

Gentlemen: 

We regard South San Francisco as ideal for 
our business, its centralized position with refer¬ 
ence to distribution of our products by rail, 
water or auto truck. 

Its power service, fuel oil, gas and electricity 
insure ideal manufacturing accommodations. 
Your town is a railway terminal, on the main 
lines of the Southern Pacific Rairoad, within the 
yardage limits of San Francisco, has access to 
all railroads, abundance of fresh water, street 
car service: in fact, has every feature de¬ 
sired by a manufacturer. These are our rea¬ 
sons for locating at South San Francisco. 

STEIGER TERRA COTTA AND 
POTTERY WORKS, 

W. E. Dennison, President. 


South San Francisco Land & Improvement Co. 
South San Francisco, Cal. 

Gentlemen: 

Our twenty years of experience in manufac¬ 
turing in California coupled with the great in¬ 
crease in the volume of our business compelled 
us recently to select a new site suitable to our 
present needs and the requirements of the 
future. 

We selected South San Francisco after a 
most careful study of all conditions around the 
Bay. 

Our confidence is shown by the high class 
buildings we are now erecting. 

THE SCHAW-BATCHER CO. 

31 


South San Francisco Land & Improvement Co. 
South San Francisco, Cal. 

Gentlemen: 

We located at South San Francisco because 
its natural advantages as a manufacturing cen¬ 
ter cannot be surpassed. With but little de¬ 
velopment it will far outstrip all other locali¬ 
ties on San Francisco Bay. 

BADEN BRICK CO., 

By Thos. Butler. 


South San Francisco Land & Improvement Co. 
South San Francisco, Cal. 

Gentlemen: 

South San Francisco cannot be excelled as 
an ideal manufacturing center. 

That is why we located our plant in South 
San Francisco. 

STANDARD CORRUGATED PIPE CO., 
F. M. Doak, Vice President. 


South San Francisco Land & Improvement Co. 
South San Francisco, Cal. 

Gentlemen: 

After a careful survey of all points around 
the Bay we selected South San Francisco for 
our factory. 

We regard South San Francisco as an ideal 
manufacturing point. 

PREST-O-LITE COMPANY. 
By Carl G. Fisher, President. 
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For further information regarding South San Francisco address 
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